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* „• M-io rifle. Fall 

s rrmniention from 

* • s Military Command 

... in reply to his 

,., r M in rifle drill. The 
• : .rim! and were setting 
- ?J-t interest in the M-16 
v f that it also violated the 


Ur* wouldn't 1.1't a «lay in 
l," r '7, Secondly* if you were cap- 
t„M<l in civilian clothing you might 
he shot as a spy. In uniform you have 


Tress’ over the right breast pocket and 
the name of your paper over the left. 
Then the Vietcong at least know what 
classification to put you in.” 

I asked how he could square being 
such a critic of American policy in 
Vietnam with his own shooting at the 
Vietcong. “Well, in an ambush, for 
example, they don’t know I am a cor- 
respondent, let alone which one. I 
figure they have the right to shoot at 
me, but I certainly have the right to 
defend myself.” No doubt it was all 
.,vn!s on the use of “dum-g part of Fall’s basic feeling that you 
h'ilii‘ts. Fall spoke of the? could not fully understand the war 
.•rating on impact, causing* without being in it. He certainly spoke 
with pleasure at the unique position 
he occupied : being both a frequent 


••:if damage. I showed him £ 
I ; ,-h appeared in the Saigon f 
.< c of December 20, 1966, - 
i:.S. Army doctor who spoke 
rgic.il difficulties in treating 
had been hit by Vietcong. 
ured M-16s. Fall was much 
and carefully noted the date 
: of the story. 

his same line, Fall also told 
■struction of a hospital at 
another clear Geneva viola- 
ted the question with the 
ing Officer. His tongue in 
y was, ‘Hospital? What hos- 
, perhaps it was a hospital, 
the supplies and equipment 
•ved it was just a building, 
toyed it.’ ” 

Fall was chasing a will o’ 
i recalling signed agreements 
efforts to civilize war. Yet 
in Fall that for- him this 
two important things. First 
d to recall .to Americans the 
^f the enemy. We were still 
th human beings, after all, 

> an effort to correct Amer- 
er- attitudes toward interna- 
.‘eements with perhaps a 
the Geneva accords which 
e war in 1954. 

another interesting inter- 
Jout correspondents going 
-d. I had asked how corre- 
:ouId claim objectivity when 
about in uniform, in many 


lecturer at the U.S. National War Col- 
lege and one of the ablest critics of 
the war. 

But beneath his interest in things 
military, and under the layer of cyn- 
icism that all good international 
correspondents use to shield their 
struggle for some semblance of objec- 
tivity, Fall was deeply touched by the 
Vietnamese war. During our meeting 
he spoke of interviewing a Vietcong 
prisoner who had been fighting con- 
tinually for thirteen years. This partic- 
ular one, a captain, had an advanced 
degree in physics and ‘mathematics and 
he and Fall had reminisced together 
about, the earlier years of the war. 
Victory or defeat no longer seemed to 
concern this captain, nor even a life 
that might have been. All that seemed 
left was the attitude exemplified by 
his final words to Fall. “We will all 
die, but we will not surrender.” 

Fall spoke of walking among the 
Vietcong dead, many of whom were 
young girls. He spoke of one about 
eighteen years old who had been carry- 
ing a love letter in her pack. Finally 
Fall described a death tableau which 
he said was “one of the most poignant 
moments for me in this war. Some ner- 
vous and trigger-happy GI had sud- 
denly come upon a young Vietnamese 
couple out taking a walk. The GI had 
promptly opened fire. I looked down 
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restaurant. He walked off ,,, ^,. ti , 
appointment on the M-16 cl.i-t k « "•* 
Beneath that brisk confidence anil 
knowledge about his own competence 
wuh respect to Vietnam lav a real 
love of the country. Fall knew Viet- 
nam was dying and he was fighting 
American policy in his own way. A 
few weeks later he was killed by a 
land mine in the Vietnam countryside. 
He deserved to sec the outcome of 
the war: The “victory of the grave- 
yard”— or dare we hope that the Unit- 
ed States will come to its senses be- 
fore it is too late? 


© 

What's lively, 
weighs three 
to four ounces, 
and throws off 
sparhs every month? 

•—/reap yours 
coming 

□ Renew my subscription 1 year □ $ 5 

□ Payment enclosed 2 years Q $ 9 

□ Bill mo 3 years □ $12 

Name 

Address . 

City 

State Zip 

Yihs IPtegressov© 

Madison, Wisconsin 53703 

35 





l 

:■ 

| 






f 

% 

| 




